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DECLARATION OF WILLIAM ROBINSON

MAYOR OF ENFIELD, NORTH CAROLINA

I, William Robinson, also known as Mondale Robinson, swear under penalty of perjury that the

following information is true to the best of my knowledge and state the following:

1. Thave personal knowledge of the matters set forth in this declaration, except for those
matters identified as based on information and belief, and if called upon to do so, could

and would competently testify thereto.

2. Tam 46 years old. I was born and raised in Enfield, North Carolina in Halifax County
and currently reside in Enfield, NC, which is a part of Congressional District 1 (CD 1). 1
am a registered voter at my current address. My parents, grandparents and great-

grandparents were also born in the area, so I have deep ties to CD1.

3. Tleft North Carolina in 1997 to join the Marine Corps and engaged in grassroots,
political and international organizing across the world. I also engaged in voter
registration work in Kenya, work in the Congo, policy work in France and have been

involved with over 165 political campaigns across the United States.

4. Tam the Founding Principal of Black Male Voters Project, which works to increase
Black men’s participation in electoral politics and former Political Director of

Democracy for America.

5. Treturned to CD 1 in 2022 because I felt a duty to my community and was troubled by
the way black people were being treated in Enfield, including being displaced from their

homes by white buyers and developers.
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6. I was elected Mayor of Enfield, North Carolina in May 2022. I travel a lot for work and
for my safety, as I have received constant death threats since taking down a confederate

monument when I was first elected.

7. 1do not represent one person. I am a collection of everyone who is Black in CD1 and
now in CD3. Legislators supporting the redistricting are telling everyone that rural black
people in this country mean less than one man in the White House. It is dangerous to let
the lowest amongst us believe that our votes do not matter; this is how we slide into full
on authoritarianism. The legislators and those supporting this redistricting have shown
the people that Donald Trump’s desires are more important than the people and the

needs of the people in CD1.

8. When CD1 was created after the first census, breaking up the Black vote was not a
priority as it is today because black people could not vote, despite Black people being
the majority population in the area. Since the election of the first Black man, John
Adams Hyman in CD1, there has been white backlash across the district. My great-uncle
and great-grandmother witnessed the first black elected officials in CD1 and witnessed

people being lynched for trying to exercise their right to vote in CD1.

9. The redistricting taking place in CD1 is causing trauma and past traumas to resurface.
The trauma caused by racist actions and voter suppression runs deep and is a type of
trauma that does not go away. When we see the Black vote once again being ostracized
and people using Black people as ping pong balls for power, it signals something in my
body; the trauma of what happened to my family, Black people and ancestors all comes

back. Witnessing the remaking of CD1 and the ostracization of the black vote builds on
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historical trauma. This trauma is in my DNA. I can feel when there is a direct attack on

Black political power, and this redistricting is an attack.

10. Those in support of this redistricting are taking away Black voting power by changing
what CD1 looks like. The danger here is that a voter will say “to hell with politics” and
stop participating in the process. Moving Black people among the districts like pawns is
reminiscent of the enslavement auction block where our people were separated and

could be bought, sold and sent anywhere.

11. CD3, where several of our CD1 counties were moved, does not have the same rhythm
and flow of what we have been building in CD1. We are striving to move closer to the
rights and access that we have been owed but denied, and this redistricting is moving us

further away from the goal. This redistricting pushes us away from freedom.

12. My people will die from redistricting and that is not hyperbole. We need representation
who can hear Black people and not representatives who are disconnected and divorced

from who we are as people. Redistricting is diluting the black voice.

13. The redistricting will make it difficult to elect representatives that have CD1 and
Enfield’s best interests at heart now that counties with strong black voting power have
been moved into CD3. Enfield alone does not have the population needed to build the
power necessary for change. To effectively address the needs of our people, we must
build coalitions within Halifax County and with our neighboring counties, which will

now be even more difficult.
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14. Chipping away at CDI1 takes a toll on building political power for Black people. If we
are trying to increase election turnout by helping people see value in their voting
franchise, we do not accomplish that by changing the districts; changing districts

eliminates the momentum for voter turnout and electoral participation.

15. We do not talk enough about CD1 being one of the poorest districts in North Carolina and
the policies that create these circumstances. Poverty is voter suppression as those unable
to meet their basic needs are less inclined to participate in the electoral process. The
redistricting will perpetuate poverty policy decisions and lead to continued voter

suppression.

16. We have a generation of voters who have not seen a normal society or electoral process.
They have been around for two Trump presidencies, Covid, and constant attacks on voter
rights. This redistricting may lead new voters to reject politics and elections, which our

democracy cannot afford.

15. I am not concerned with my personal political power being affected, but I am worried
about the power of the collective to realize their political power with these new changes
to CD1. I can reach Wilson County in 20-30 mins, but the people of Wilson are no
longer in my district. We are suffering from the same problems, but now we are
separated. What used to be a resounding scream from one district will become mere
murmurs from two districts; issues that we collectively screamed about from CD1 will
now being turned into murmurs in these predominately white districts, such as CD3.
This redistricting pushes us further away from freedom and power that black people

have been seeking for 400 years.
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16. Although I am the mayor of Enfield, the geopolitical lines of Enfield do not limit who I
need to serve and work with to support my constituents and the unique needs of my
region. With this redistricting, I will have to build new relationships and figure out
which representatives are truly advocating for all people in the region. My voice must
now change in both tone and strategy. I am now thinking about what I need to say to the
new representatives to make them see value in my people and the people they are now

representing.

17. Enfield and CD1 have a lot of sun — close to 300 days of sun every year. We were
making progress in moving away from dirty energy and moving toward our own electric
grids. We already began negotiating our interactions with larger solar entities, but that
type of forward thinking will be hurt with redistricting. We must now negotiate with
different congresspersons and receive their acquiescence before moving forward, which

hinders our progress at best and puts the green energy work in total jeopardy at worse.

18. Enfield had multiple partnerships with the counties being moved to CD3. The fact that
the redistricting placed our partnering counties in another district is disgusting beyond
reproach. Building partnerships is not an easy task, but we have to do so to get our

people closer to equity.

19. People in Enfield and many others across CD1 do not have access to reliable internet.
These are issues unique to CD1 that new legislators may fail to address despite the lack
of access putting many black people at a disadvantage. For example, when applying for
jobs, if employers detect you are using satellite internet, which many people in CD1 use,

the slow speed alone can disqualify you from the role. Many CD1 residents cannot even
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receive telehealth care because of lack of internet and without proper representation,

voters will not have people who care about these unique issues.

20. Policies impact every aspect of Black voters’ lives. With the redistricting we will need to
focus deeply on proposed legislation and how it will affect black people in Enfield and

CDI.

21. 48% of Enfield’s population turned out for the municipal elections this cycle and I
attribute the turnout to being accessible to my people, communicating with them on

Facebook live on weekly basis and physically going where the people are.

22. I have faced retaliation for the tearing down of the Confederate Monument and my work
to build Black political power in my town and region. It would be arrogant of me to say
I am not afraid. I receive monthly vulgar hate mail, and I often think “when will
someone put something in the mailbox that hurts me or my wife”. I don’t want to be a

martyr, but the fear I have is not enough to silence me. I will continue to tell the truth.

23. The redistricting in CD1 is a direct attack on Black people to weaken Black voices and
black representation. These attacks take a toll on building the power of the people and

on people seeing value in the electoral system.

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of North Carolina that the foregoing is true and

correct. Executed on November 14, 2025.

z=

Wi@m Robinson (Nov 14, 2025 17:09:39 EST)

William Robinson

Case 1:23-cv-01057-TDS-JLW Document 214-6  Filed 11/24/25 Page 7 of 7



	EXHIBIT 6 - Mayor William Robinson
	Mayor William Robinson Declaration - signed



